
Few Achieve  
the Right to  
Pursue  
Financial  
Happiness

How Graduation Wealth Reduces Time to Next Economic Rung

Graduation 
Wealth, the  
Fast Track to  
Economic  
Mobility
(Note: Actual time 
 reduction will also  
depend on race,  
student debt, and  
other factors)
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SURVIVAL
Living paycheck to paycheck,  

can only cover daily expenses.

                  SECURITY
Has some savings for emergencies, 

but unable to build wealth for the future.

GROWTH
Building wealth, 

“on track” for financial  

goals like retirement.

COLLEGE GRADUATES • 2021 DATA

Black Grads 	63%
White Grads	 20%

Black Grads 	26%
White Grads	 75%

Black Grads 	11%
White Grads	 21%

GRADUATION WEALTH
Graduation wealth of $10,000+?

Up to 75% higher odds to reach ‘Growth’ rung 
by mid-career (age 37–42)

Participants with low or no wealth at graduation face 
5–10 year longer journeys to the next rung.

ODDS INCREASE TO NEXT RUNG
(Note: Actual time reduction will also depend on 

race, student debt, and other factors)
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